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standing with Lafayette, and in this also he was loyally
supported by his friend. Early in October, while the
Assembly was still at Versailles, an interview took place
between the Triumvirate, as A. Lameth, Barnave, and
Duport, at that time the leaders of the radical party,
began to be called, Lafayette, and Mirabeau at the
house of Madame d'Aragon, a niece of the latter. It was
agreed that the ministry was incapable, that the
executive ought to be strengthened and composed of
men who by their conduct in the Assembly had proved
that they were friends to the Revolution. It was pro-
posed that Lafayette should be commander-in-chief of
the army with a seat in the Council, but nothing seems
to have been said of the place of Mirabeau in the
Government. He does not appear to have been at any
pains to make a favourable impression on Lafayette.
He may have been provoked by the punctilious propriety
of the general to exaggerate his usual recklessness of
statement. He boasted that when electioneering in
Provence he had sent a bravo to dog the steps of an
agent he distrusted. He said that in politics the rules
of everyday morality must yield to higher considerations.
When Lafayette begged him to be more measured in
his attacks on Marie Antoinette he replied : " Very well,
let her live, since you wish it. A queen who has been
taught her place may be useful. A murdered queen
would be useless, except as a subject for one of poor
Guibert's bad tragedies." When Cromwell-Grandison,
as Mirabeau called the general, who was more Grandison
than Cromwell, left the house, his flesh must have crept
at the mere thought of such a confederate; moreover, al-
though he did not altogether reject the preferred alliance,